
 The Neuroethics Society is 
proud to announce the winners of the 
Neuroethics Prize in Writing, jointly 
sponsored by the Society and the edito-
rial board of the Penn Bioethics Journal 
(PBJ).  Awards went to the top three 
neuroethics-themed articles submitted by 
undergraduates to PBJ, the nation’s pre-
miere undergraduate bioethics journal, 
published and edited by students at the 
University of Pennsylvania. The editorial 
board at the Journal initially reviewed all 
the submitted articles and nominated 
three outstanding pieces for review by a 
committee of Neuroethics Society mem-
bers. The committee selected the winner 
and two runners up, each receiving a 
prize for their work. The winning papers 
can be found online at 
www.bioethicsjournal.com.  
 The collaboration began with a 
meeting between the editor in chief of 
PBJ, University of Pennsylvania junior Bo 
Peng, and NS Communication and Mem-
bership Chair, Martha Farah. The Jour-

nal’s sixth bi-annual issue is centered 
around neuroethics with the NS publiciz-
ing the call for papers and helping to se-
lect winners for the writing contest. Bo 
Peng described the nature of the collabo-
ration: “We often have themed issues for 
the journal such as public health, organ 
transplantation, and international bio-
ethics, so with the growing nature of neu-
roethics, it was very appropriate to cre-
ate this issue. We received a number of 
neuroethics and other bioethics papers 
from undergrads at ten different schools 
and ran them through our normal review 
process with the editorial board. We 
were left with 3 papers to be judged for 
the writing prizes.” 
 A committee of eight NS mem-
bers reviewed the three nominated pa-
pers and selected the winner and runners 
up based upon the strength of each piece. 
The committee included Tom Buller of 
the University of Alaska, Daofen Chen of 
the National Institute of Neurological 
Disease and Stroke, Samia Hurst of the 

Geneva University Medical School, 
Heather Knapp of the University of 
Washington, Mike Kuhar of Emory Uni-
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MacArthur Program in Law and Neuroscience Established 
Megan Kaufman, NS Assistant Administrator 

 Ten million dollars is being put 
toward neuroethics in a new grant 
through the Law and Neuroscience Pro-
ject. The Project brings together the lead-
ers of two diverse fields to promote con-
versation between neuroscience and law. 
The Project was inaugurated in October 
2007 and is funded by the John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
through a three-year grant to the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Barbara. Ac-
cording to the Foundation, the explosive 
growth of scientific knowledge in the past 
decade necessitates reform in the judicial 
system. Without careful consideration on 
both sides, misuse of technology could 
lead to false convictions and skepticism 

instead of “more accurate predictions, 
more effective interventions, and less 
bias.” The Project answers the call by 
supporting joint research between scien-
tists and legal scholars.   
 The project is directed by Neu-
roethics Society members Michael S. Gaz-
zaniga and Walter Sinnott-Armstrong and 
organized into three research networks: 
Differing Brains, Addiction and Antisocial 
Behavior, and Decision-making. Each net-
work will convene at least three times a 
year to discuss the gaps in knowledge 
requiring further research and propose 
recommendations for judicial and ethical 
reform. Year two of the Project involves 
funding for research. Other goals of the 

Project include developing a primer for 
judges on using new research findings and 
the creation of a textbook for law 
schools. The Project also features a series 
of articles relevant to its work on their 
website.  
 More information on the Project 
is available on the website at 
www.lawandneuroscienceproject.org. 
Public events pertaining to neuroethics 
will be publicized on the NS event calen-
dar as well as in the newsletter. The crea-
tion of the Law and Neuroscience Project 
is a landmark in the development of neu-
roethics and draws public attention to 
the field.  

http://www.bioethicsjournal.com�
http://www.lawandneuroscienceproject.org�


Page 2 

Continued: Writing Prize Winners Announced 
versity, Jim Olds of George Mason Uni-
versity, Maarje Schermer of the Erasmus 
Academic Medical Center, and Kevin 
Wilson of Gettysburg College. 
  Courtney Beoff of the College 
of Saint Catherine won top honors for 
her work entitled “The ethical consid-
erations of nootropic drugs: memory 
boom or drug bust?”. The article, based 
upon her honors thesis, highlights the 
similarity in ethical concerns between 
steroid and nootropic drug use in nor-
mal populations. It also calls for further 
research into the long term effects of 
nootopic drugs, which are currently be-
ing used as a treatment method for pa-
tients suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, 
because “otherwise, the memory net-
works that define individuals and enable 
people to remember good and bad ex-
periences will be at risk.” Beoff is a sen-
ior majoring in biology with a minor in 
chemistry. Her interest in neuroethics 
was sparked by her four years spent 
working in the lab of neuroscientist Dr. 
Apostolos Georgopoulos and her liberal 
arts education. Beoff says “Neuroethics 
fascinates me because it involves an 
overlap between the ever-changing and 
developing field of neuroscience that 
captivates my interest and ethics, a field 
which I have been drawn to because of 

the challenging questions that it strives 
to answer, and the issues that we all 
must think critically about.” After taking 
a year off, she hopes to apply to gradu-
ate school.   
 Runners-up include Sheheryar 
Kabraji, Edmund Naylor, and Daniel 
Wood’s article entitled “Reading minds? 
Ethical implications of recent advances in 
neuroimaging” and Janitza Montalvo-
Ortiz’s article entitled “Should f-MRI lie-
detection technology be admitted in 
courtrooms?” The first article, written 
by Oxford Medical School students, dis-
cusses the ethical implications of the use 
of functional magnetic resonance imaging 
(fMRI) to determine levels of conscious-
ness in comatose patients. The later arti-
cle “intends to assess some of the argu-
ments that raise many ethical, civil and 
social concerns about the unregulated 
incorporation of the fMRI technology as 
a lie-detector device that can threaten 
the credibility of the science in our soci-
ety.” 
 The three wining articles are 
published in volume IV, issue ii of PBJ, 
which includes seven articles from stu-
dents at Oxford Medical School, the 
College of Saint Catherine, the Univer-
sity of Puerto Rico, the University of 
Western Ontario, the University of Vir-

ginia, George Mason University, and the 
University of Calgary.  The journal is 
published twice-annually, with funding 
and support from the Student Activities 
Council, the Center for Undergraduate 
Research and Fellowships, and the Cen-
ter for Bioethics, all of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  The editorial board is 
open to Penn undergraduates, and in-
cludes 30 students advised by Penn fac-
ulty members Jonathan Moreno, Connie 
Ulrich and Dr. Paul Wolpe.   
 While each issue of PBJ includes 
papers based on a selected theme, sub-
missions are always open to all topics 
and undergraduate authors.  NS mem-
bers are encouraged to advise their stu-
dents to submit papers (including neuro-
ethics-focused) to future issues.  More 
information can be found on the website.  
“The neuroethics writing contest and 
collaboration with NS exemplifies the 
savvy and progressive mindset of the 
Penn Bioethics Journal,” according to the 
executive editor Bo Peng. The successful 
union with the Neuroethics Society for 
this writing contest strengthened the 
bond between the professional and aca-
demic world of neuroethics and further 
fueled the interest of nascent scientists 
in the field.  

NS welcomes its newest member to the staff. Megan Kauffman is a freshman at the 
University of Pennsylvania majoring in Biological Basis of Behavior. She became in-
terested in neuroethics after reading several neuroethics-related papers for her 
high school psychology class and watching ethical issues arise in the clinical sphere 
while working at a local hospital. Since arriving at Penn she has been helping to or-
ganize monthly neuroethics talks at the Center for Cognitive Neuroscience and 
working as a research assistant for Martha Farah. Kauffman says, “Neuroethics al-
lows me to examine the brain quantitatively in order to draw qualitative conclu-
sions. Very few other areas allow me to tie my interests in the microscopic and 
macroscopic dimensions so seamlessly.” She will be writing for the newsletter and 
managing the website.  Her first contribution to the newsletter is the cover stories, 
on the neuroethics writing prize and MacArthur Law and Neuroscience Project.  

NS Welcomes Assistant Administrator Megan Kaufman 
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Meeting Round-up 
 
Potomac Institute Workshop 
On April 18, 2008, the Center for Neurotechnology Studies (CNS) of the Potomac Institute for Policy Studies (PIPS) 
organized a workshop on “Developing Ethical Guidelines for Research and Use of Neurotechnologies”. The workshop was 
hosted by CNS Director, Dr. Dennis McBride and attended by an eclectic mixture of experts from academe, industry, legal, 
defense and governmental sectors. Dr. Evan DeRenzo, Adjunct Fellow at Potomac Institute, moderated the day-long 
proceedings that included presentations in the morning, highlighting the current state and future direction of 
neurotechnologies. The afternoon was a brainstorming session to prioritize ethical, legal, social implications (ELSI) surrounding 
a particular neurotechnology. The goal was to reach at consensus regarding terminology, and develop methodology to 
evaluate neurotechnologies’ ELSI issues. The workshop concluded by laying forth both short- and long-term steps to continue 
the dialogue and advance sound public discourse in the neuroethics of neurotechnologies. For a beginner like me, the 
workshop provided a revealing, exciting and challenging opportunity to further explore the emerging field of neurotechnology 
and neuroethics. 
 
Vid Nukala, PhD (Neurobiology), is a Research Intern at the Center for Neurotechnology Studies (CNS) of the Potomac Institute for Policy Studies. He is currently pursuing 
MA in International Science & Technology Policy at The George Washington University, Washington, DC.  
Email: Vid.Nukala@gmail.com 
 
Have you attended an interesting neuroethics meeting recently?  Please send us a short report to publish in the newsletter.  Submissions may be edited for 
length.  Send reports to info@neuroethicssociety.org.  

Opportunities for Education and Employment 
NS members can advertise openings for students, fellows, staff and other positions involving research and education in Neuroethics.  For 
more information, email info@neuroehicssociety.org or view the advertising policy on the NS website.  
 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Neuroethics at Penn  Ideal candidate will have in-depth knowledge of relevant philosophy 
(ethics, phil of mind) and an interest in learning about neuroscience, experimental design and statistics, or the reverse pattern 
of expertise and interests.  Join on-going empirical research project on cognitive enhancement and devise new project on an-
other issue in neuroethics.  Please send CV and brief statement of interests to Martha Farah c/o Geena at 
gsankoor@sas.upenn.edu 
 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow/Research Associate in Neuroethics, 2-year position, within a four-year CIHR-funded 
grant Therapeutic Hopes and Ethical Concerns: Clinical Research in the Neurosciences. The PDF/RA will report to Principal 
Investigator Françoise Baylis at Novel Tech Ethics, Dalhousie University.  This research project critically examines a number of 
ethical issues for prospective or actual clinical trials involving gene transfer and stem cell transplantation for neurological condi-
tions. The PDF/RA will work on one or more of the following sub-projects:  1. Ethical dimensions of preclinical assessment in 
novel therapeutics, neurological interventions, and surgical innovation;  2. Ethical research design for neurological clinical stud-
ies involving gene transfer and stem cell transplantation; and  3. The potential impact of gene transfer and stem cell interven-
tions in the brain on issues of personal identity.   Start date is September 2, 2008. Salary will be commensurate with education 
and experience. Review of applications will begin on April 15, 2008, and will continue until the position is filled. Applications 
should be submitted electronically to Sandra.Moore@dal.ca and must include a CV, (scanned) transcripts, a writing sample, a 
statement of research interests within one or more of the sub-projects outlined above, and the names and contact information 
of three referees.  
Dalhousie University is an Employment Equity/Affirmative Action employer. The university encourages applications from qualified Aboriginal peo-
ple, persons with a disability, racially visible persons, and women.  
 
Visiting Scholar in Neuroscience for the 2009-2010 Lund-Gill chair at Dominican University in River Forest, IL.    
The Lund-Gill chair was created to bring to campus each year an individual of the highest moral and intellectual reputation 
who can address themes and issues at the heart of the liberal arts and sciences.  The position makes an ideal sabbatical semes-
ter; it involves leading a small weekly honors seminar, giving a public lecture, and enjoying the invigorating intellectual atmos-
phere on our scenic campus, just miles from downtown Chicago.  Scholars from all disciplines within the neurosciences are 
encouraged to apply, especially those interested in the intersections between neuroscience, social policy, and morality.  Please 
send a letter of intent and curriculum vita to Dean Jeffrey Carlson at jcarlson@dom.edu.  Dominican University is an equal 
opportunity employer. 

mailto:Vid.Nukala@gmail.com�
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NS: As a Professor of Clinical Neuro-
psychology in the Department of Psy-
chiatry and a member of the 
MRC/Wellcome Trust Behavioural and 
Clinical Neuroscience Institute at the 
University of Cambridge, would you 
mind telling us a little about your current 
research? 

 
Sahakian: My current research is 
funded by the Wellcome Trust and 
Medical Research Council, and includes 
studies of impulsivity and compulsivity. In 
terms of impulsivity, the disorder I am 
most concerned with is Attention Defi-
cit/Hyperactivity Disorder or ADHD, 
but we are also investigating substance 
abuse, such as amphetamine and cocaine 
abuse.  The compulsive behaviours we 
investigate includes those of Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder and compulsive 
gambling.  Mainly we are interested in 
studying those behaviours, because as 
you know they cause great problems and 
distress for the people affected by them.  
Additionally, symptoms of impulsivity and 
compulsivity are not treated as well as 
they could be, and they are symptoms in 
a range of neuropsychiatric disorders 
and also brain injury.  I work in the area 
of brain injury and frequently after brain 
injury people show impulsive behaviours 
which they cannot control. For these 
reasons I am studying the cognitive fea-
tures of impulsivity and compulsivity by 
examining the neural basis and attempt-
ing to find effective treatments.   

 
NS: As a neuroscientist what spurred 
your interest in neuroethics? 

 
Sahakian: It came from the fact that 
because I am very interested in how we 
can improve cognition in neuropsychia-
try disorders and people with brain in-
jury, I began evaluating the efficacy of 
cognitive enhancing drugs. Whilst it is 
obvious with a disorder like Alzheimer’s 
disease that you need cognitive enhanc-
ing drugs to help with memory prob-
lems, but what people do not always 
appreciate is that patients with schizo-
phrenia also have marked cognitive prob-
lems.  Although you can treat the more 
florid symptoms, such as delusions and 
hallucinations with antipsychotic medica-
tion, it is very hard to improve the cog-
nitive impairment of patients with 
schizophrenia.  Since individuals develop 
schizophrenia as young adults, it may 
greatly affect their quality of life and abil-
ity to function well in society and have a 
job or go to University like other young 
people.  So I am very keen to find effec-
tive cognitive enhancers to improve daily 
functioning and quality of life for people 
with schizophrenia..  In the process of 
looking for effective, cognitive enhancers 
in areas such as Alzheimer’s disease, 
schizophrenia and brain injury, we con-
ducted some studies in healthy humans. 
We investigated the effects of methyl-
phenidate in normal young Cambridge 
undergraduates and studied the effects of 
modafanil in healthy volunteers.  We 
found that the drugs also enhanced func-
tion in healthy volunteers.  Subsequently, 
it has become clear that healthy humans 
are starting to use these drugs.  For in-
stance, Martha Farah has published work 
which shows that prescriptions are in-
creasing massively and also that the use 
on college campuses of drugs such as 
Ritalin is increasing.  I recently published 
a commentary in Nature with Sharon 
Morein-Zamir, which highlights the fact 
that there are a considerable number of 
academics using modafanil.  So it seems 
to be quite widespread that healthy hu-
mans are interested in these cognitive 

enhancing drugs and that stimulated my 
interest in the ethical issues of healthy 
humans using them.   

 
NS: Could you tell us a little bit about 
the state of neuroethics in the UK?  

 
Sahakian: I am a member of the 
MRC/Wellcome Trust Behavioural and 
Clinical Neurosciences Institute based at 
the University of Cambridge.  The Insti-
tute has a teaching program together 
with the Departments of Psychiatry and 
Experimental Psychology, and the MRC 
Cognition and Brain Science Unit. These 
Departments and Institutes have a joint 
graduate teaching programme and I 
teach neuroethics within that. We also 
have considerable engagement with the 
public in regard to ethical issues.  Part of 
that engagement with the public is on 
the topic of  neuroethics and discussing 
the question of how they feel about 
healthy humans using cognitive enhancing 
drugs.  In fact, I have given a keynote 
lecture in the University of Cambridge 
Science Festival which was aimed at en-
gagement of the general public in sci-
ence.  The lecture was called ‘Smart 
Drugs?’ and we discussed the issues 
raised by cognitive enhancers.  Also, 
recently of interest is that I have been 
awarded a Distinguished International 
Scholar Award from the University of 
Pennsylvania so I will be able to collabo-
rate with Martha Farah and others in 
2009.  I am greatly looking forward to as  
I will be able to participate neuroethics 
symposia there and give lectures on neu-
roethics and other topics in neurosci-
ence.  

 
NS: As the Society’s International Rela-
tions Officer, what role do you think the 
society can play?   

 
Sahakian:  I see this as a very important 
role in the sense that there is great in-
terest in neuroethics in Europe and else-

NS Member Interview with Barbara Sahakian 
Conducted by Alix Rogers, NS Student Member 

Barbara Sahakian 

Continued on next page... 
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where in the world.  Colleagues at Uni-
versity of Oxford have a centre and are 
working to develop the neuroethics area 
and we have a large neuroethics agenda 
here at Cambridge.  I was on the Com-
mittee that organized the Clare Hall 
Tanner lectures on neuroethics here in 
Cambridge and we invited  Judy Illes 
here to speak and Robert Winston to 
speak and then a number of Respon-
dents replied to their lectures. However, 
it seems that we need a greater focus 
and I see the Neuroethics Society as 
helping to provide that focus through the 
website and through other initiatives, 
such as our first annual meeting.  Hope-
fully then we will be able to expand and 
capacity build in the field of neuroethics. 
I am keen  to ensure that we start to 
provide undergraduate courses in neuro-
ethics at European universities and else-
where in the world.  I know that there 
are some courses already in North 
America, but these need to be extended 

further in the USA, Canada and else-
where in the world. As I said earlier, I 
am teaching neuroethics at the graduate 
level and I feel strongly that all universi-
ties that have neuroscience programmes 
should be teaching neuroethics within 

those programme.  I am very keen that 
the Neuroethics Society should assist in 
developing that agenda.  I feel that if we 
have more training and build more ca-
pacity in the neuroethics area in that 
way, especially in young people, it will 
instil a sense of keeping their neurosci-
ence research, coupled with an ethical 
perspective.  It will also help to encour-
age people into the area and therefore 
build the field in general allowing for 
debate and discussion on important ethi-
cal issues.   

 
The interviewer, Alix Rogers is currently com-
pleting an Master of Philosophy at Cam-
bridge University in the History of Science 
Department on a Gates Scholarship.  At 
Cambridge she has continued to pursue her 
interest in the regulation and legislation of 
emerging biotechnologies, including the crea-
tion of human/animal hybrids. 

Continued: NS Member Interview with Barbara Sahakian 

Alix Rogers 

Please mark your calendars to attend the 
first annual Neuroethics Society meeting 
in Washington, D.C., to be held at the 
AAAS headquarters on November 13 
and 14, 2008. We will host two days of 
symposia on a diverse array of topics, 
including neuroethics of pediatric bipolar 
disorder, cognitive enhancement, the 
business of neuroscience, forensic neuro-
science, neuroeconomics, and the role of 
neuroscience in national security applica-
tions. In addition to these planned pro-
gram items, we will invite you to submit 
abstracts for posters that will be pre-
sented on the first day of the meeting 
(more information on this soon). We 
hope for many poster contributions from 
you! We have made arrangements for a 
set of low-cost hotel rooms to be avail-
able nearby (more information on this 
soon, too). For those of you who are 
members of the Society for Neurosci-
ence, note that our meeting is scheduled 
to be held the two days prior to the start 
of SfN. See you in the Fall! 

Annual Meeting: Update from the Chair 
Turhan Canli, Chair, Programming Committee 
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May 8-10 Philosophy and Human Enhancement, Brussels, A preliminary weekend program presenting ethics and philosophies behind issues of human en-
hancement. The sessions will feature guest speakers from across Europe speaking on various issues of enhancement, including enhancement and science-
fiction, enhancement and perceptions of risk, enhancement and sports, enhancement and performing cultures, to name a few. For more information, consult 
the website: http://andymiah.wordpress.com/2008/03/14/programme-provisoire/. 
 
May 27-30 Definition of Death Network, Havana, Cuba. The issue of human death has been fully discussed in these international meetings of our Network 
with important and new approaches in this area. Nowadays, the discussion of famous cases in persistent vegetative and minimally conscious states has intro-
duced new ethical dilemmas in these topics. For more information: http://www.changesurfer.com/BD or contact Dr. Calixto Machado at bra-
ind@infomed.sld.cu. 
 
June 4-6 The 7th EndoNeuroPsycho Meeting, Doortwerth, The Netherlands. A special session devoted to neuroethics, especially psychopharmacology and 
enhancement, is to be held in the Golden Tulip Hotel from 4-6 June 2008, as in previous editions. All scientists have the opportunity to contribute to the 
scientific programme by organizing a session at this national neuroscience forum. For more information 
see www.enpmeeting.org and www.enpmeeting.nl 
 
June 6-8 2nd Annual Social & Affective Neuroscience Meeting, Boston, MA, The conference will focus on the neural systems supporting social and affective 
processes, including: social cognition, emotion, motivation, economic decision-making, altruism, and reward/ punishment. A detailed schedule of events can be 
found at: www.socialaffectiveneuro.org. 
 
June 20 Canadian Neuroethics Interest Group Breakfast at the Canadian Bioethics Society Annual Meeting , The Fairmont, St. Johns, NFL, Garrison/Signal 
room, 7-8:30am. Learn more about Canadian neuroethics research, network, collaboration and training opportunities, publications and other activities. Con-
tact Eric Racine, neuroethics@ircm.qc.ca and (514)987-5723. 
 
June 20-21 Macarthur Law and Neuroscience Project, Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH. Conference on law and evidence at Dartmouth on June 20-21, 
2008. Most of the speakers are already invited, but several slots in the program are still free. Papers on neuroscientific evidence at this conference will be 
included. Contact Walter Sinnott-Armstrong for more information at (603) 646-3807. 
 
June 26-28 Society for Philosophy and Psychology Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA. The SPP is sponsoring its annual meeting at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Meetings consist of invited lectures and symposia, contributed papers, and a Presidential address, with a number of talks and papers relevant to mind-
brain issues and featured symposia on neuroethics and on addiction and responsibility.   
 
June 28-29 Consciousness, Agency, and the Will, University of Edinburgh, Our understanding of ourselves as conscious rational, responsible agents is ques-
tioned by recent work in the cognitive sciences. This conference will bring together leading scientists and philosophers to explore the close but puzzling rela-
tionship between the concepts of self-consciousness, agency and will. For more information, please see the event's website at 
www.philosophy.ed.ac.uk/contact/consciousnessagencywill.html. 
 
July 7-11 History of Medicine Summer School - Medical imaging from the Renaissance to present times, Coventry, UK, The aim of the summer school is to 
bring together current and recent postgraduate students from the humanities and sciences with experts from a number of different fields to engage with a 
range of technologies for making scientific images of the human body. For more information regarding this event, please see the event's website at 
www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/history/chm/activities/summerschool/mnm08/about/. 
 
July 14 International Neuroethics Network/ Neuroethics Society Social, FENS 2008, Geneva, Switzerland. Please join Pierre Magistretti (University of 
Lausanne, Switzerland), Giorgio Innocenti (Karolinska Institute, Sweden) and Judy Illes (University of British Columbia, Canada) to meet old and new members 
of the rapidly growing Network and Society, talk with representatives of the European Dana Alliance for the Brain and the Dana Foundation and learn more 
about the Society’s upcoming events and activities. Contact jilles@interchange.ubc.ca. 
 
July 18 The EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF), Barcelona, Spain is an open platform for debate and communications for the science community of the world 
promoted by EuroScience. The ESOF2008 Programme Committee invites proposals based on ten themes, the first of which is The Human Mind and Behavior. 
 
July 20-23 British Association for Psychopharmacology Summer meeting, Harrogate, UK. Features a number of symposia and short courses on psychophar-
macology, brain imaging, and neuroethics. http://www.bap.org.uk/summer_meeting_2008/summary_programme.html. 
 
October 6-8 Psychiatry & Freedom: 11th International Conference for Philosophy and Mental Health, Dallas, Texas, This international conference will com-
bine invited, submitted papers and structured discussions on a range of themes concerning the relation of psychiatry and human freedom. A list of topical 
descriptions can be found at: www.utsouthwestern.edu/psychiatryandfreedom.   
 
November 6-8 Implanted Mind? The Neuroethics of Intracerebral Stem Cell Transplantation, University Duesseldorf, Germany, This wide-ranging confer-
ence will include plenary lectures from eminent scholars in the field alongside panel seminars, author-meets-critics sessions, outreach activities, and social 
receptions.Individual papers are invited in all areas concerned with “Neuroethics of intracerebral stem cell transplantation”, broadly construed. The deadline 
for paper submissions is May 25. For more information, please visit the event's website at http://www.h-net.org/announce/show.cgi?ID=161489. 
 
November 13-14 Annual Meeting of the Neuroethics Society, Washington, DC, The first meeting of the Neuroethics Society will take place on November 
13- 14, 2008, in Washington, DC at the headquarters of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. The meeting will feature an exciting line-
up of invited and contributed papers, break-out groups, posters, a business meeting and ample opportunities for informal discussion and interaction. 

Remember to check the online events calendar for up-to-date listings and further details! 
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From the International Neuroethics Network (INN) headquarters 
 
Sofia Lombera, Research and Global Partnerships Manager, National Core for Neuroethics, UBC 
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Global Health Education Consortium 
Annual Conference 

The 17th annual Global Health 
Education Consortium (GHEC) con-
ference was held on April 4th and 5th in 
Sacramento, California and provided a 
rich and fresh venue for neuroethics.  
The conference, organized principally 
by Professor Anvar Velji, was attended 
by students and scholars with many 
different academic and professional 
interests including medicine, public 
policy and education. The central 
theme this year was “Global Health 
Ethics and Human Rights: Practical 
Applications to Multicultural Health-
care at Home and Abroad”.  Seminars 
spanned topics such as the future of 
stem cell therapies, the role of philan-
thropy in global health efforts, use of 
the Internet to reduce mental health 
care disparities, and ethics in interna-
tional research and global health edu-
cation curriculum development, among 
others.  

Keynote lectures also 
spanned a range of topics. Dr. Julio 
Frenk, former Minister of Health, 
spoke about healthcare reform in Mex-
ico and how the “Seguro Popular de 
Salud” program tackles issues of acces-
sibility and resource allocation.  Focus-
ing on the American healthcare sys-
tem, Dr. Robert Pearl of Kaiser Per-
manente described the programmatic, 
cultural and political challenges of uni-

versal healthcare in the United States.  
Dr. Faith Fitzgerald from UC Davis 
spoke about the role of empathy in 
defining what is human.  In her keynote 
lecture she proposed that the degree 
to which a person is able to recognize 
humanness in others places them along 
a continuum of empathy with “global 
health empaths” on one end and those 
with very limited ability to recognize 
humanness at the other extreme.   
The density of a person’s mirror neu-
rons, she hypothesized, may prove to 
be an indicator of their ability to per-
ceive humanness in others.   

Neuroethics was featured in a 
keynote by Dr. Judy Illes and was also 
the topic for a lunchtime roundtable 
that we led together.  At Judy’s key-
note, we released the concept of 
Global Health Neuroethics: the spe-
cific challenges of human neuroscience 
research, clinical practice, and innova-
tion translation in the context of both 
differences and commonalities be-
tween health issues and systems for 
individuals, societies and multicultural 
communities (Illes and Lombera, 
GHEC, 2008). We hope this will seed 
new and fruitful international research 
partnerships, and further lay the foun-
dation for cross-national funding in 
neuroethics. 
 Another important outcome 
of the conference was the addition of a 
new country representative to the 

INN, and several new members to the 
Network and the Neuroethics Society.  
We welcome Dr. Moises Rozanes, 
country representative from Mexico, 
and the new members. 

We would also like to wel-
come Dr. Thomas Metzinger as the 
country representative from Germany.  
The countries currently represented in 
the INN are: Brazil, Canada, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, Switzerland, Mexico, Neth-
erlands, UK, US, and Venezuela. 
For more information on GHEC and 
this year’s conference visit: 
www.globalhealth-ec.org/. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the INN or have any ques-
tions or comments please visit the 
INN website at 
www.neuroethics.ubc.ca/INN or con-
tact Sofia Lombera at slom-
bera@neuroethics.ubc.ca. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

The first meeting of the Neuroethics Society will take place on November 13-
14, 2008, in Washington, DC at the headquarters of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science.  The meeting will feature an exciting line-up of 
invited and contributed papers, break-out groups, posters, a business meeting 
and ample opportunities for informal discussion and interaction.  Please mark 
your calendars and plan to attend!  More details, including hotel information, to 
follow. 

http://www.globalhealth-ec.org/�
http://www.neuroethics.ubc.ca/INN�
mailto:slombera@neuroethics.ubc.ca�
mailto:slombera@neuroethics.ubc.ca�
mailto:slombera@neuroethics.ubc.ca�
mailto:slombera@neuroethics.ubc.ca�
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